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THI^ ROBIlPTS’ COLLEa iOM. 


The famous collection of Antique Watches, owned by Mr. Evans Roberts, of 
London, and consisting of nearly 1,500 specimens, is the largest collection in the 
world, public or private, and is remarkable for the number of historical time¬ 
pieces and watches from the hands of the masters of horology. Among the 
historical watches in this collection may be mentioned time-keepers that once 
belonged to King James I, Oliver Cromwell, Robert JEirns, John Milton, Queen 
Elizabeth, Sir Isaac Newton, King George III, Lord Nelson, John Calvin, Wil¬ 
liam of Orange, John Bunyan and Lady Jane Grey. 

Among the celebrated makers, whose handiwork may be found in this collec¬ 
tion, arc David Ramsey, George Graham, Pierre Le Roy, Thomas Tompion, John 
Arnold, Thomas Earnshaw, John Harrison, Thomas Mudge, Berthoud, Breguet, 
Lepine, Fcrrot, Cahrier, Quare, Ellicott, Windmills, MolyiiiCau, East and Massay. 

The collection also includes some of the hnest enameled, pierced and repousse 
cases, extant. There are also a mimher of cufiously shaped watches in the form 
of bowers, shells, fruits, insects, etc. Th4 few examples here shown will give an 
idea of the immense value of this magnificent collection,. ■ 


II. G. A. 
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Fig I. 


Fig. 3 . 

Fig. I. Dial view of a watch that once belonged to Oliver Cromwell. Outer case of wood covered with shagreen. 
Silver dial. Alarm. 

Fig. 2. Movement view of above watch. Inner case of silver, with pierced sides and back. Catgut cord. No 
balance spring. Dates from about 1648. Maker, M. Bockel, London. 













Fig. /. 


Fig. 2. 


Fig. I. Dial view of a watch that once belonged to James I of England. Gold dial with silver hour circle. Verge 
escapement with both strike and alarm mechanism. Case gilt and pierced. 

Fig. 2. Back view of above watch, showing the elegant piercing on back of case. Gut cord in lieu of chain. 

Dates from about i6io. Maker, David Ramsey, London, watchmaker to Charles I and James I, of 
England, and first master of the Clockmakers’ Company, of London. 




Fig. I. Dial view of a watch that once belonged to John Milton the blind poet. Silver pair cases, perfectly 
(plain. Silver dial with gilt hour hand. Two points are placed immediately over the XII and one 
point over each of the other numerals to aid the blind poet in ascertaining the hour. 

Fig. 2. Plate view of above watch. Pierced balance cock and ornaments. Worm and gear for taking up the 
mainspring. Gilded plates. Verge escapement with fuzee and catgut. No balance spring. Dates 
from about 1660. Maker, D. Bouquet, London. 


Fig. I. 


Fig. 2. 



Fig. 2. 


Fig. I. 


Fig. I. Dial view of a watch that once belonged to King George III of England. Gold case, bearing the Hall 
Mark of the year i8io. White enameled dial. Dial has four circles, one for time and three for the 
cyclometer mechanism. 

Fig. 2. Movement view of above watch showing pierced balance cock and ornaments on plate. The plate bears 
the following inscription: “By the King’s Letters Patent. Ralph Gout, London.” The patent for 
this cyclometer was granted to Gout in 1799, and was intended for recording the paces made by a 
man or horse, and another application for recording the revolutions made by the wheels of a car¬ 
riage. The lever to which the cyclometer chain is fastened bears the crest used by the Prince of 
Wales, a crown encircling three plumes. 






Fig, 2. 


Fig. I. 


Fig. I. Dial view of a watch that once belonged to Robert Burns. The movement is enclosed in three bronze 
cases, all very plain. White enameled dial, whose center is ornamented with a landscape, a shep¬ 
herd and his sheep occupying the foreground. 

Fig, 2. Movement view of above watch, showing pierced balance cock and ornaments. Plate engraved, “Allen 
Fowles, Kilmarnock.” Dates from about 1771. Verge escapement, with fuzee and chain. 




Fig. 2. 

Xeli*ornamented with silver rivets. The dial is silver-gilt and engraved with scrolls and 
representing Music and Love. The dial circles are made of silver. Verge escapement, with g 

in lieu of chain. 

IMG. 2 . Back View of case of above watch bearing an enamel painting; subject ‘he parting of Paris and Helen. 
This watch dates from about 1675, and was made by Gaspard Girod, l^ans. 




Fig, I Fig. 2. 


Fig. I. Back case view of a watch that once belonged to Queen Elizabeth. The case is made of gold, and is 

thickly studded with turquois and interspersed with beads of white enamel. The pendant is enam¬ 

eled to match. It has a gilt dial with silver hour circle. 

Fig. 2. Plate view of above watch, showing pierced balance cock and ornaments to match, and worm and 

gear attachment. The balance cock is not screwed to the plate, but is held in place by a pin which 

passes through a stud. Verge escapement, alarm, with fuzee and catgut. It dates from about 1575, 
and bears the name of Josias Jeubi, Paris. 



Fig, I. 



Fig. 2. 


Fig. I. Back case view of a cylinder watch, dating from about 1780. The portrait is painted with extreme del¬ 
icacy. The background is dark blue enamel, through which the engine turning shows. Maker, 
Lepine, Paris. 

Fig. 2. Back case view of a quarter repeater, which strikes by turning the pendant. A magnificent example of 
enamel painting. It dates from about 1800. and was made by Des Arts & Co., Geneva. 




Fig. 2. 


Fig. I. Case view of a silver “ memento mori ” watch of German manuufacture. 

Fig. 2. Dial view of above watch. Fuzee has a catgut string. Dates from about 1650. Maker, Johann Leudl. 

Fig. 3. Case view of a verge watch dating from about 1780. Gold case, elegantly decorated with enamel. 
Maker, Chevalier, Geneva. 




Fig. I. Case view of a verge watch, dating from about 1760, Dark blue enamel, through which engine turning 
shows. Border of fine large pearls. Maker, Le Roy, Paris. 

Fig. 2. Dial view of a watch that once belonged to John Bunyan. The outer case is covered with black shagreen, 
studded with silver rivets, which are arranged in fantastic scrolls. Silver dial, engraved with a figure 
of Time. Verge escapement; catgut cord on fuzee. It dates from about 1685, and was made by Jo. 
Fitter, London. 




Fig. 2, 


Fig. I. 


Fi(i. I. Back case view of a watch that once belonged to William, Prince of Orange, afterwards King William, 
III, of England. This watch has three cases. The outer one of soft black leather, decorated in 
pique, small silver rivets; the second one of silver, covered with tortoise shell, held in place by 
silver rivets, and the inner case is plain silver. 

Fig. 2. Movement view of above watch, showing the pierced balance cock. This watch has a plain, white 
enameled dial, verge escapement, and catgut on the fuzee. It dates from about 1674, and the maker 
was J. Savile, London. 




Fig. 2. 


Fig. I. A beautiful gold and enameled case, covering a verge watch, made by Gregson, Paris, and dating from 
1780 to I 790 - The decorations around the heart-shaped enamel are made of silver and set with small 
brilliants. The background is transparent blue enamel. 

Fig. 2, Back and front view of an astronomical watch, dating from about 1800. It bears no maker’s name 
Case gilt, set with imitation diamonds. 



Fig 2, 



Fig. 3. 


Fig. I. Dial view of a watch that once belonged to Lady Jane Grey, great granddaughter of Henry VHI, of 
England, who acted as Queen for nine days. Plain open-faced silver case, with heavy crystal. 
White enameled dial. 

Fig. 2. Movement view of above watch. It has an elaborately pierced balance cock, and a catgut on the fuzee. 

French workmanship, and bears the name Chaunes. Date about 1550, but dial cannot be the 
original. 

Fig, 3. Pierced and engraved gold case, covering a verge quarter repeater. Made by Thomas Tompion, and 
dating from about 1675. An elegant example of pierced and engraved work. 



Fig 2, 


Fig. I. Dial view of a clock watch of the XVIIth century. Silver dial, handsomely engraved. Outer calendar * 
circle and pointer, which has to be moved by hand. 

Fig. 2. Back case view of the above watch. Tortoise shell, with pique ornaments. Inner case made of silver, 
and elaborately pierced. Dates from 1664 to 1708. Maker, Henry Harper, London. 
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Fig. I. Movement view of watch made by Smod. Geissheini, Augsburg, Get., and dating from about 1625 Outer . 

case of sheii, ornamented in pique. Inner case, silver; fire gilt. Verge with catgut on fuzee. Has a 
horse hair vibrator in lieu of balance spring. 

Fig. 2. A gold enameled case, decorated with diamonds and pearls. Enamel transparent, and engine turning 
of case shows through it. Movement signed, Pierre Gregson, Paris. Dates from about 1780. 





Fig. I. 



Fig. 2. 


Fu;. I. An extremely high verge movement of beautiful execution. Has plain box brass case, Beautifully pierced 
balance cock and ornaments. Makers, Guillaume & Isidor Champion, Paris. Dates from about 1650. 

Fig. 2. A beautiful clock watch in elaborately pierced and engraved silver case. Dates from about 1665. Maker, 
Jeremie Gregory, Royal Exchange, London. Gregory was master of the Clockmakers’ Company in 
1665 and 1676. 




Fig I. 


Fig. I. French watch in Limoges enameled case. Verge escapement, pierced balance cock and ornaments, and 
catgut cord on fuzee. Dates from about 1600. Maker, Louys Borondeau, Paris. 

Fig. 2. Beautifully enameled case in transparent green, decorated with pearls. Body of case 22K. gold. Outer 
border in blue and white. Dates from about 1750. Makers of movement, Gray & Constable, London. 



Fig. I. Gold and black enameled ca-se, dating from about 1800. Movement made by John Rosier, Geneva. 

Fig. 2. Gold and enameled case, covering a verge repeater,'made by Wiss & Menu, Geneva, and dating from 
about 1750. 

Fig. 3. Gold and enameled case, covering a cylinder watch, engraved Vincente del Valle, Gibraltar. 
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Fig. j. 
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Fig. 2. 


Fig. I. Early example of lever escapement watch, with immense four-armed balance; decorated with brilliants. 
Maker, unknown. 

Fig. 2. Movement and case view of a verge watch, with catgut cord on fuzee. Case, balance cock, pillars and 
ornaments are pierced. Pillars are gilt, with silver bases and caps. This watch dates from about 
1650. Maker, Duru, Paris. 
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Fig. 2. Fig 3, 


Fig. I. Gold and colored enameled case in the form of a shell. Maker of movement, unknown. 

Fig. 2. Dial view of a verge watch, dating from about 1700. Dial, silver, and beautifully engraved. Maker, 
John Cotton, London. 

Fig. 3. Verge pendule watch, dating from about 1650. Engraved silver balance bridge. Maker, Rodet, London. 



































































